
Press Conference at the Durham VA Medical Center: VA and Sanford Health to announce joining 
forces to provide free pharmacogenetic testing for Veterans 

 
DURHAM - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and Sanford Health have announced free 
pharmacogenetic testing for Veterans to explore how genetics affect a patient's response to 
medications. The initiative is aimed at improving patient care and lowering costs related to adverse 
reactions to medications. The new program’s pilot site will originate at the Durham VA Health Care 
System where it will initially reach 1,000 Veterans. Testing will eventually expand to 250,000 U.S. 
Veterans at 125 sites by the year 2020. 
 
"Ultimately we can use what we will learn with this research to best treat all Veterans, 9.5 million of 
them, who receive their care from VA," VA Secretary Robert Wilkie said.  
 
"Using this information, doctors can prescribe the right medication the first time and then get them on 
their way to recovery, after all, this is what our Veterans deserve," Sanford Health CEO Kelby 
Krabbenhoft said.  
 
The pharmacogenetic testing that we are going to be using as a result of a $25 million gift from T. Denny 
Sanford and a matching fundraising effort from Sanford Health, is critical for our VA physicians in 
prescribing the proper medications and an optimized dosage based on the patient's genetics, Wilkie 
said. 
 
What:   Announcement from VA Oncology and Sanford Health leadership about precision medicine 
initiative for U.S. Veterans 
 
Speakers to include:  

• Deepak Voora, M.D., Director, Veterans Administration PHASeR Program, Associate Professor, 
Department of Medicine, Center for Applied Genomics & Precision Medicine, Duke University 
School of Medicine.  

• Allison Suttle, M.D., Sanford Health Chief Medical Officer 

• Pat McGuire, Durham VA Medical Center Oncology patient and PHASeR pilot testing program 
patient  

 
What:   Press Conference  
 
Who:     VA Leadership/Sanford Health   
 
When:  9:30 A.M – 10:30 A.M. Friday, March 15th, 2019 
 
Where: Durham VA Medical Center, 508 Fulton Street, Durham, NC 27705 
 
Social Media Coverage: The press conference will stream live on our Facebook page @VADurham. You 
can also find live updates on Twitter @vadurham 
 

For more information, please contact Public Affairs Specialist, Yves-Marie Daley, at 
yvesmarie.daley@va.gov or (919) 370-0040.   
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